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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. . F.
Baxter—East) [12.12]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjsurn until
a date and hour to be fixed by the President,
which time of mecting shall he notificd by
the President to each member by letter or
telegram.

Question put and passed.

House adjovrned ut 12.13 am. (Saturday).
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QUESTION—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
REDUCTION.

Mr. SLEEMAN (without notice) asked
the Premier: 1s he aware that the Treasury
have applied the eut under the finaneial
emergency lewislation to people drawing as
little as 28, a day under a sanitary contraet?
1€ o, will he see that it is alteved and, if
not, will he wmake 1guiries?

The PREMIER replied:
quiries.

[ will make in-

Y%
QUESTIONS (2)—TIMBER
INSPECTION FEES.
Mr, J. H. SMITH (without notice}

asked the Premicr: 1, Does he endorse the
attitude of the Minister for Forests in load-
ing the farmers and landholders with an in-
erease of wmspeciion fees on timber from pri-
vite property? 2, Is he aware that the For-

. ests Department have now created another

trading coucern, working in eonjunction with
one firm? 3, Is he aware that under the ar-
raugements made with Millars throngh the
Fovests Department, he is making that firm a
present of hetween 18x. and 19s. per load at
the ¢xpense of the workers in the industry?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, 2, No.
3, No,

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Premier:
Following on his reply to my question No. 3,
will he make inquiries into the matter?

The PREMIER replied: Yes, I will in-
guire into the matter, but I think the hon.
member is entirely wrong.

QUESTION—WOMEN CLEANERS.

Mr. ITEGNEY (without notice) asked the
Premier:  Is he aware that a nmmber of
women clenners engaged through the Child
Welfare Depavtment to do three days® clean-
ing at Government House ballvoom after the
Shell ball veceived 2s. Gd. per day, that after
representations had been made by the women
they received an extra 2s. Gd., and that see-
ing the payment for that chnoxions work is
8s. 6id., will he grant the difference?

The PREMIER replied: I de not kuow
how the ballvoom was eleaned oy, bat T will
meuire, Whatever is vight will be done. T
should itmagine that the people who had the
wse of thae baliroom, ! snppose for some
climity purpos=e, shonld clean it ap. Usually
that is done.

QUESTION—MAINTENANCE
DEFAULTER.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Premier:  Will he make investigations
into the ecase of 2 man who was separated
from his wife, was unable to keep up main-
tenance payments and served a term of im-
prisonment at Fremantle, and is now treated
as a single man when in seareh of employ-
ment?
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The PREMIER replied: 1 cannot answer
th.e question. Jf a man is not keeping his
wife, swrely be shoull not be treated as a
married man,

Mr. Marshall:
maintenance order,

The PREMIER: If the hen. member sup-
plies the name, T will make ingniries.

Bui he has to pay the

QUESTION—INSURANCE
STATISTICS,

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE (without notice)
asked the Premier: During the discussion on
the Estimates [ asked him to supply certain
figures regarding insurance and later when 1
guve him a reminder e promised to do so.
Will ke supply them?

The PREMIER replicd: 1 had overlooked
the hon. member’s request. T ecertainly will
supy them.

BILL—SECESSION REFERENDUM.
Conneil’s nmendments,

Schednle of three amendments made hy
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair:
mier in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Cliuse 5~—Insert after the fig-
ure “(1)™ in line 17 the words “Within six
months of the passing of this Aet.”

The PREMIER : We should not be honnd
to take the referendum within the period of
six months. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 5~Delete the words “a
eompulsory basis on” in line 19.

The PREMIER: The member for Guild-
ford-Midland had those words inserted in
this Chamber, the object being that a suit-
able amendment to give effect to compulsory
voting would be inserted in another place.
Consequently, the amendment made here
needs to be struck out and a properly
drafted amendment—amendment No, 3—in-
serted in lien. T move- -

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment azveed to.

the Pre-
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On motion by the Premier, the following
amendment was agreed to:—

Nu. 3. Ibsert a new clause to stand as
Clause 17, as fullows:—

17, (1) It shall be the duiy of eveiv elee
tor to record his vote at the baljot.,

(2.3 It shall e the duty of cach Returning
Oflicer. nt the cloxe of the hallot, to prepare
a list (in duplicates of the names angd deserip-

© tions of the clectors enrvoelled for his distriet,

who have ot voted at the ballot, and to
cortify the list by statutery decluration vndoer
his hand,

(3.) The st so certifed shall in all pro-
c¢eedings be prima facie evidenee of the cou-
tents thereosf, and of the fact that the elee-
tors whose nmines appear thevein did not vote
at the ballot.

(4.} After the ¢lose of the hallot the Chief
Eleetoral Officer shall send by post to each
clector whose name appears on the list pre-
pared in accordance with Subsections (1) and
(2) of this asction, nt the addresy mentioned
in that list, n notiee in the preserihed form,
wotifving the clector that he appears to have
failed to vote at the hallot, and calling npon
him to give a valid, trathful, and suofticient
resron why he failed so to vate,

(3.} Hefore sending mmy such notice, the
CUhiet Electoral ORicer shall insert therein a
date, not being less than tweuntv-one days
after the date of posting of the notice, om
whicl the form attached o the notiee, duly
filled up and signed hy the clector, is to he
in the hands of the (Mief Tlectoral Officer.

(6.) Every elevtor to whom a notice under
this section has been sent shall fill up the form
at the foot of the notice by stating in it the
true reason why he failed so to vote, sign the
form, and post it sa as te veach the Chief
Eleetoral Officer not later than the date iu-
serted in the notice,

(7.) T# any elector is unable, by reason of
abscuce from his place of living er phyaical
incapacity to fill up, sign, and post the forin
within  th-  time allowed under  Subseetiou
(3) of this scetisn, any other clector Who has
personal knowledge of the facts mav, subjeet
te the regulations, 1l np, sign, and post the
form, {uly witnessed, within that time, ond
the filling up, signing, und posting of the form
may be treated as complinnee by the fivst-
mentioned clector with the previsiens of Sul.-
section (6) of thix sectinn,

{8.) Upon reccipt of a form rveferred to in
cither of the last two preroding subsections,
the Chief Blectoral OMecr shall indnrke ou
both copiea of the list prepared in aceordance
with Subsecetion (2) of this section, opposite
the name of the clector, his opinien whether
or nat the reason contained in the form ir o
valil ang sufficient reacon for the failure of
the elector to vote.

(9.) The Chiot Electoral (HEeer shall alse
indorse on both copies of the list, opposite
nante of cach cleetor to whom a votier under
this seetion hasw heaen sent, powl fram or or
hehal! of whon o form properly filled up,
cigned, and witnessed has not heen roecived
by him o note to that cffect,
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(12.) Every elector who—

{a) fails to vote at the hallot without a
valil and sufficient reason for such
failure; or

4 om receipt of a notice in accordanve
with SBubsection (4) of this section,
fails fo fill up, sign, and post within
the time allowed wnder Subsection
(3} of this seetion, the form (dnly
witnessed) which is attached to the
notice; or

{v) wtates in such form a false reason for
not having vsted or, in the case of
an clector filling vp, or purporting to
fill up, a form on behalf of any other
clector, in pursmance of Subsection
(7) of this scction, states in sach
form a false reason why that other
clector did not vote,

shall be puilty of an offence.

Penalty: Two pounds,

(13.) Proceedings for an offence against
this gsection shall not be instituted, execept by
‘the Chief Electoral Officer or an officer thereto
aunthorised in writing by the Chief Flectoral
Officer.

Resolutions
adopted.

A committee comnsisting of Hon. P. Col-
lier, the Attormey General, and the Premier
drew up reasons for disagreeing to amend-
ment No, 1.

Reasons adopted, and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Couneil,

reported and the report

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
Farmers' Disabilities Royal Commission.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [4.55]: I ask leave
-of the House to make a statement regarding
the report of the Royal Ccmmission on Far-
mers’ Disabilities.

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Fre-
mantle} [4.56]: I do not wish to take excep-
tion to the Premier's making a statement,
but T have a lively recollection that on every
occasion when such a request was made
while the hon. gentleman was in Opposition,
he objected. Frequently he objected to ounr
explaining propositions put forward by the
professional officers of the departments, pro-
positions having nothing te do with eontro-
versial politics. The Premier, when in Op-
position, persistently objected to any Min-
ister’s making a statement that would nut
le open fo debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: This statement would
not be open to debate.
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Hon. A. McCALLUM: The Premier asks
for a privilege which be invariably denied fo
us when we were in office,

The Premier: But never successfully.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: At the time I con-
sideved his atlitude most unfair, Lecause
there was nothing of a controversial nature
in the statements we wished to make. They
represented purely the views of professional
advisers in the departments. I do not de-
sire to objeet to the making of a statement
by the Premier now, but I suggest to him
that the right thing to do is to make his
statement through the Press, in the columns
of whieh it ean be criticised by us if neces-
gary. A statement that eannot be diseussed
in this Chamber should not be made here.
T do not consider that the Premier Las the
right to ask for special privileges over and
above other mewhers—more especially, priv-
ilees which he consistently denied to Min-
isters when he was in Opposition. The Gov-
ermment should have made their attitude
towards the Royal Commission’s report elear
long before this, and their declaration cf
policy should be subject to criticism here.
The Premier has no right to expect immmunity
from criticism. I do not know what the hon,
gentleman is about to say; his views may be
in accordance with mine, If the matler is
urgent and important, I am prepared to
overlook the granting of leave this time.

The PREMIER: 1 realise that my request
is rather unusual, but I am not conscious of
having, when in Opposition, invariably op-
posed similar requests.

Leave given.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—XNortham) {4.597: T o not wish to
sav anything that will need to be answered.
However, anything requiring an answer can
be answered through the Press. The Royal
Commission’s report was made to the Gov-
ernment, and not to the House; but it was
open to any hon. member to ask at any time
that the report be discussed. I realise the
limitations which I must observe. Every hon.
member has carefully read the Teport, and
knows every word in it. In fact, the report
has already been discussed by some hon.
members. T now wish to point out what has
already been done by the Government. We
should eonsider the protection afforded far-
mers, but nothing we ean do will protect the
farmer if his ereditors take proceedings nn-
der the Federal Bankruptey Act. Nothing
can protect the unsecured creditors if a far-
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mer secks relief under the Baukrupicy Act.
The overriding effect of the Bankruptey Act
must be kept in mind always. Otherwise, the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aect protects the
farmer. The other protection afforded the
farmer is given under the Mortgagees' Righl.=
Restriction .Act, under which mortgagee:
cannot exereise rights against mortgagors
without an order of the Supreme Court. 4
mortgage includes a coniract for sale of
land. This ensnres consideration for the
farmer whose property is mortgaged, thougi
it does not apply against the Crown. Judg-
ment ereditors must obtain leave of the
Supreme Court before issuing process of
execntion against the land of a debtor tor
sums of £50 and upwards, and the court may
defer payment in judgments already given.
Further, relief and assistance have been
granted in various ways. Under the Pre.
mier’s Plan the interest rate has been rc-
duced; soldier settlers’ interest has been rc-
duced to 414 per cent.; the Agriculinruy)
Bank has supplied a large number of farm-
ers with ferliliser, sustenance, and elearing
contracts on their own farms to help meel
the store bills and carry on. Consideration
has been shown in the matter of interest
payments to the extent of £1,497,000, and in
the repayment of principal instalments to the
smount of £1,309,000. The interest bill of
the Agricultural Bank last year was abour
£796,000, of which only £434,000 was col-
Jected. Ro that the Treasnry had to
find £362,000 to cover the halance. The
House knows that every penny owing
to the bank by farmers iz borrowed money.
The amount still owing by the Government
is earrying interest and that must be paid.
The principal and interest owing by every
bank client, or any other person who has
borrowed monex from the Government, is
being paid on horrowed money, whieh in it-
self is earrying interest. Last year the bank
advanced to clients £€1,346,000, and the
bank holds a statutory lien over the erops to
cover the cost of the fertiliser and susten-
ance advanced. As the moneyv is repaid it
will be held in trust. [ am referring io
money advanced last vear for sustenance,
fertilisers and other expenses in conneetion
with the production of the crops. It may
he mentioned that 8,830 farmers are clients
of the Agricultural Bank, while the Indus-
tries Assistanee Board has 208 ordinary and
180 soldier settler clients. The Industries
Assistance Board are not taking new clients.
In addition to all that has been done, the ex-
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change advantage to ibe farmer is, as mem-
bers know, a considerable sum, and that snm
the Treasurer pays to the primary producer
of wheat and waol, gold and timher, to the
extent of £600,000 per annum. That is the
henefit gained hy the people of this country.
It is a tremendous amount and is really a
honus to the indostries paid by the Treasury.
It is suggested in the Commission’s report
that a flour tax be imposed. This House has
had that question under consideration, but
there is the disadvantage in our case that so
little flour is consumed in the State. If a
tax were imposed on a twentieth of the wheat
produced, it would not bring very much per
bushel. There is another consideration, and
it is that a bonus of 414d. per bushel is to-
be paid on wheat. That is to be paid by the
public. There is also the exchange advan-
tage, which also is paid largely by the publie
of this State and by the people of Australia.
It does happen in our ease that some of ouwr
money is sold in London. I should imagine,
if we applied the exchange against the pub-
lie of the State, it would in the case of wheat
eonsumed here amount to many shillings per-
bushel. True it is not on the actual hushel
consumed, but it is paid by the public be-
cause they huy the money that the wheat

‘brings in London plus the 30 per cent. ex-

change. So the public, through the wheat-
grower, the woolgrower and the gcld pro-
ducer, are paying substantially against
avery bushe! of wheat and every pound of”
wool produced.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Eastern States
are paying & good deal of that.

The PREMIER: Where we sell our money
in the Tasternm States, exchange is paid
there. Last year the profit amounted to
over u million, but the people themselves
paid a great deal of it. The Treasury paid
no less than £600,000.

Hon. J. C, Willeoek: The Eastern States
paid more than we did.

The PREMITER: I do net think so.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Yes, they did.

The PREMIER: We have to pay on all
$hat is imported oversens, plus the interest
overseas which is paid hy the people of
Western Australia. So far as our export
exceeding those amounts, we did sell monev
to the Eastern States. It wmust he borne in
ming that the public ave payving that money.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: And they do not pay
it voluntarily, either

The PREMIER: It does not matter how it
is paid, it is paid.
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: They are entitled io
take credit for paying it.

The PREMIER : Amongst the requests
made by sections of farmers are that they
shall be gnaranteed against eviction for five
years, that they shall be permitted to refain
from their erop sufficient to eover next vear's
cropping, including sustenance, that there
shall be a suspension of interest, and that
there shall be a writing down of debts. No
guarantee can be given other than the pro-
tection afforded by law that is already in
existence and which is considered sufficient.
Clients under the bank are in a safe position,
and they cannot have any more eonsideration
than they are receiving. With regard lo
sustenance, that has been provided, and as
money is returned it will be made available
to lend to Agricultural Bank c¢lients. People
vutside ave financing the farmer and all
negotiations bhetween the parties, and the
finaneial institutions and others who supply
the farmer have been helped considerably
since the price of wheat went up.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is a very sig-
nificant qualification, rendering help now
that prices have gone up.

The PREMIER: That is ali that is
wunted. Farmers more than any other sec-
tion are dependent upon eredit. Credit is
hased on contidence and we should do no-
thing to destroy confidence. Many farmers
who are under the bank may consider them-
selves perfectly safe if they act fairly by
the bank. We kuow that land is practieally
unsaleable and that fewer ereditors would
dispossess a farmer because of the posai-
bility of great loss. Thus practically every
farmer who plays the game is assured
security. Qver last season’s erop, wheat
growers lost £3,000,000, but at 3s. 43d.
cropping costs would have been recouped.
Wool prices improved substantially. DBetter
prices mean something more than eash ad-
vantage masmueh as they will vestore cre-
dit, rvestore land wvalues aml the value of
everything on the farm, and change the

_ whole outlook,

Hon. J. (. Willecock: If credit is made
available vou eall it inflation.

The PREMIER: We do not. If is right
that those who live by farming, and all who
trade with the farmer, should show fhe unt-
most consideration in bad fimes. I do not
think any one of ns would say the farmers’
debts ought to be written-down. While
eonsideration ought te he shown, and of
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course will be shown, ii is for {he present
all that ean be expected. I say frankly that
when we take out the cost of fertilisers and
bags and other first chavges against the
erop of this year, it will make a considerable
hole in any proceeds of the harvest. Whether
the money is returned to Dalgety's or to
other firms, or to the Agricultural Bank,
it will be again available io help the farmer.
The Royal Commission sent up a very elever
report, but its recommendations were largely
that various charges, such as railway
freights and wharfage, should be reduced.
These days, when we have made so many
reductions in the amounts collected from the
farmers, that is utterly impossible. If we
were to reduce the railway freights, the
amount would have to be made up by taxa-
tion, and so too with respect to any redue-
fion in harbour dues. The report contains
many uscful suggestions and mueh valuable
mformation. According to the report there
are 2,000 tarmers who ecan arrange theiv
own finanee, 2,000 that it i3 recommended
may bhe mamaged by three trustees and
asiisted by those trustees, and 6.000 who
largely are to he left to the Agricultural
Bank, since they are mainly clients of (he
bank. Tf they pay their interest, plus this
vear’s advances, the bank will ha ahle to
belp them further. Otherwise there will be
nothing for them or for the creditors in the
end. The veport says that if wheat were
worth 3s. the position of the farmer would
he considerably improved. Of conrse we now
have reason to hope that wheat will bring
35, There has been no delay in considering
the Commiission’s report. The managing
trustee of the Agricultural Bank wrote
about it on the 3rd September, and that
was replied to by the accountant on the
Gth September, I ot back just afterwards,
and the Government considered the matter
on the 13th October. Nothing more could
be done thaun is being done, for we cannot
help npless we can find the cash.

Hon. W. 1D, Johnson:
fnitation there.

The PREMTER: The House bas to con-
sider all sections of the people, ind would
have to rousider the three parties here con-
corned, namely, the farmer, fthe secured
ereditor and the unsecured creditor. The
Commission’s plan does not providr anything
like the protection for which mauny farmers
ark. Some 75 per cent. of those farmers who
are in trouble are clients of the A:wricultural

There iz a decided



Bank, which is the most sympathetic ereditor
of all. Owing to the fall in values, the
seearity docs not cover advances. Of course
[ know that most of the farmers wish to meet
their obligations, but it is clear that very few
can Jo so without time, and many eun never
meet their full obligations.

Hon, J. . Willeock: And those oblign-
tions are mounting up.

Hon. W. I}, Johm=~em: The debts owing hy
the farmer tv the Agricnlnteal Bank ave not
his total drbt=.

The PREMIER: Thai i~ so.

Hon. J. €. Willcork: At if he does not
discharge his liabilities, his obligations are
mounting up.

The PREMIKE: XNaturally, if one dves
not pay his debts they will aeenumulate against
him. I do not know that the House has a
right to say that all farmers, whether paying
their interest or not, should e relieved of the
need to pax interest. 1 have said that if it
comes to a writing-down, this is net the time
for it. It would not be fair, either fo the
farmer or to hix creditors.

Hon. W. I, Jobhnson: “Then interest and
compound intevest must o aon,

The PREMIER: XNot nevessarily. Noth-
ing short of su=pension of interest wounld save
that. If a man ean pay iuterest, should he
not pay it?

Hon. W, D. Johozon:  And it he eannot?

The PREMIER: Then he doez not.

Hon, W. D. Johnsen: Awd vour poliey is
that he then has to get off the land.

The PREMIER: No.
Hon. W, . Johnson:
pound interest or get out.

The PREMIER: That is yuite wrong.
There are farmers who have not paid the Ag-
ricultural Bank for ten vears.

Hon, W. [). Johuson: But 1 am dealing
with the other hanks.

The PREMIER: Of the 10,000 farmers
there are 8,000 to he considered, for 2,000, it
scems, can help themselves, 1 believe that
fargely the amount will have to he written-
down to a manageable sum, but 1 de not
think any debior Lax the vight to say to a
creditor, *You must wrile it down.”” But also
he has not the right to zay, “I will not pay
vou.”

Hon. W. 1), John=on: Waonld it be wrong
for Parliament to evente 2 tribunal fo 2o intoe
that !

The PREMIER: XNo.

Hon, W. T John=on:
not do it/

It is either con-

Well, why do you

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: So far as the 8.000 ave
concerned, the report of the Commission
mukes 1o recommendation except the tlonr
tax propoesition and the reduetion of rnilway
treights,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You do not like
that; what is your alternative?

The PREMIER: It [ were asked what is
the alternative to the paying of just debts
I would have to contess 1 know of no alter-
native. [ do not think the Hou-e shounld say
to a farmer who eannot meet hiz shligations,
“You need not do it.”

Hon. W. D. Jolmson:
nal ask for that.

The PREMIEKR: Public meetings ave
being held at which the proposal is made that
no one shall pay intevest this year.

Hem, W. 1), Johnson: Bui that is only
Lrving to zet the Glovernment to funetion.

The PREMIER: No, the Government are
funetioning.,

Tlon, W,
doubt it.

The PREMIER: OF cpur=e it ix impos-
sible to satisTy the hon, member, What he
would like would he to see the Tndustries As-
sistanee Board functioning.

Hon. W. . Johnson: No, but I want the
Govermuent to have a policy in respect of the
parlous position of the wheat growers.

The PREMIER: Woe have had this matter
well diseus<ed, but no soggestion has been
made other than that ot the memher for
Watanuing {Mr, Piesse).

The farmer does

1. Johnson: Well thuese people

[The Deputy Spevker took the Chair.)

Hou. W. 1), Johnson:
Covermmnent responsibility.
The PREMIER: The Government have
aecepted the responsibility and are prepared
to help in everv possible way. The only
way in which the ereditor can be paid is by
time, and hy the surplus proeceeds ol th
eraps from vear to year. To hear members,
one would think that great pressure wa-
being brought to bear on the farmers. That
is= not the vase really, except in some in-°
stanees under hive-purchase agreements.
Hon. W. D, Johnsun: In many instanees.
The PREMIER: The Commission’s plan
does not set wp any recommendation that
would mean the assistunce which members
wounld like to vender. There is no sugges-
tion made by the Commissioners that would
he as effective ax the Industries Assistanee
Board system. The first object, I suppose,

Surely that is a
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is to keep the farmer on the land and allow
biwa to produce erops, I think that is recog-
nised by all. It is being done by all the
finaneinl house: to-day, and many of the
farmers’ debis are too heavy to liguidate in
full. ‘There is little doubt the creditors are
prepared to compromise and give the farm-
ers a chanece. The creditors must do this or,
alternatively, get nothing in the end. 1
Imow that, but it would be wrong in we to
ask the House by legisiation to diseharge
the debts of any section of the community.

Hon. W. ). Johnson: You could regulate
the distribution of the proceeds.

The PREMIER: T do not know that eve
that could he done, although nnder the ex-
isting law the proceeds arve regulated to n
certain extent. 1 should like to know
whether any further action conbid bhe afferde.)
by legislotion. T do not think so, unless the
farmers' debts are to be written off, and 1
do not propose to suggest that to the House.

My, Grifiths: The farmers wonld like
their debts funded.

The PREAIER: There is no chance of
selling a farm to-day. Suppose a farmer
sitys, ‘I am in a hopeless position and never
will be able to pay,” he ean diseharge his
liability by taking advantage of the existine
Aet. He can take advantage of the Aet,
and ! suppose iu some cases that will be
done, I admit that it wonld take manv
venrs for all the favmers to discharge all
their debts, possibly more than five years
It must he remembered that the debts have
heen sei up by the farmers, and so far as
they can discharge them they ought to do =o.

Hon. W. D. Johusen: Why not ayrange
for deferved payments?

The PREMTER : That is the arrangement.
We have legtslation to do that. The Farm-
ers’ Debts Adjustment Aet is on the statute-
book and is doing good work. The good-wiil
of the financial houses and business people
is far more impuortant than any legislation
we can pass.  That good-will has been estak-
lished. and there is ample proof of it. T
have disenssed this matter with experienced
men. We find that the situation has been
made fairly comfortable just now in almost
all cases. There is less to complain of to-
da¥ than there has been at anx time duoring
the last vear. T have eavefully read the ro-
port of the Roval Commission, and eannot
find in it any suggestion that wounld consti-
tute & complete protection to the farmer.
T think T have shown that the flour tax pro-
posal would not be workable for the reason
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that the consnmers ave already paying very
considernble sums to the primary producer
through the exchange. Our duty is to o
justice to all three parties coneerned, the
farmer, the secured ereditor and the un-
secured ereditor. Lasting harm would cer-
tainly be done by ill-considered proposals
thut would destroy the eredit of the farmers,
We shall do all that is possible to help the
farmers, and will keep in touch with tinan-
cial houses, ag we have done in the past.
Sinee the report was issued, there las nat
heen a day when the position has not ve-
ceived altention.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It has been gettine
worse every day.

The PREMIIFR: Not at all. No wem-
her lins had the temerity to sugeest that we
should by legistation disehavge even a por.
tion of the farmers’ debts.

Hon. W. 1. JOHENSOXN: Would I be in
crder, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in moving that
the Premier be given an extension of time
g0 that he may deal with the immediato
problems of distribution of the present erop
proceeds on a pro rata basis?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The lon.
memhber would be out of order in moving
sueh a motion. No discussion on the Pro-
mier’s statement ean be allowed,

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

On motion by the Premier, Order of the
Day for the second reading of the Bills of
Snle Act Amendment Bill was discharged
from the Notice Paper.

MOTION—FEDERAL. TARIFF,

Ovder of the Day read for the resumption
from the previous day of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. Doney:—

That in the opinion of this House the
present protective tariff by its harsh effect on
the primarv industries has a highly injurious
bearing on progress in this State, and eon-
gequently stands in need of an  early awl
drastie downward revision, and that this
resolution be forwarded by this Goverument
to the Federal Government.

On motion by Hon, . Collier, debate ad-
Jjourned.

Sitting suspended from .35 until § p.m,
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BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT,

Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Myr. Richardson in the Chair: the Attornev
General in charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: The Legislative Coun-
cil has amended Clause 2 by striking out
paragraphs (i) and (j) of proposed new
subseetion {3a).

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
araendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a eommittee consisting of the Premier,
Hon. A. MeCallum, and the Attorney Gen-
eral appointed to draw up reasons for dis-
agreeing with the Council’s amendment.

Rensons adopted, and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Council

Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—SECESSION REFERENDUM,
Counecil’s Message,

Message from the Couneil notifying that
it insisted upon its amendment No. 1 to
which the Aszembly had disagreed now con-
sidered.

I'n Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair: the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

On motion by the Premier the amendment
insisted upon hy the Council was disagreed
to.

Resolution reported, and the report ad-
opted.

Aszsembly's Request for Conference.

The PREMIER : T move—

That a conference be reguested with the
Counvil on the amendment insisted vpon and
that the wmanagers for the Assembly he Mr,
Millington, My, T, MaeCallum Smith and the
inover,

Question put and passed, and a mes=age
accordingly rveturned to the Council.

Sitting suspended from 7.35 until .15 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—HOSPITAL FTUND ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s \mendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.
In Committee.
Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill,
Couneil’'s amendment : Delete Subelause 3
of Clanse 3.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : (
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
This, as members know, is merely a question
of the costs of action that a magistrate may
allow.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—SECESSION REFERENDUM.
Council's further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the As-
sembly’s request for a conference on the
amendment insisted on by the Couneil and
disapreed to by the Assembly, and had
appointed Hon. W. H. Kitson, Hou.
H. Seddoen, and the Chief Secretary as man-
agers, the President’s room as the place of
meeting, and the time forthwith.

Sitting suspended from 8.22 to 949 p.m.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The PREMIER: I have to report that the
managers met and failed to agree. I move—
That the report he adopted.

Question pnt and passed.

Mr, SPEAKER: The Bill is therefore
lost.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil notifving that
it insisted on its amendment to which the
Assembly had disogreed, now considered.
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In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

On motion by the Attorney General, the
amendment on which the Cotneil had insisted
was disagreed to.

Resolution reported and the report ad-
opled.

Assembly’s Request for Conference,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That a conference be requested with the
Council on the amendment insisted upon and
that the managers for the Assembly be the
Premier, Mr. Kenneally and the mover.

Question puf and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 846 to 10.15 p.m.

Council’s further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it bad agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference, and had
appointed Sir Wiltiam Lathlain, Hon. J.
Nicholson, and the Chief Secretary as man-
agers, the President’s room as the place of
meeting, and the time forthwith,

Bitting suspended from 10.20 te 11.53 p.m.

Conference Munagers’ Report.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I desire
to report that the conference has failed to
agree. I move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed.

CLOSE OF SESSION,

Complimentary Remarks,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Nertham) [11.55]: That closes

the business of the session. We have been
sitting for a good deal more than twelve
months, Owing largely to the unfortunate
financial position we have had a really try-
ing year. We shall adjourn now, but be-
fore we zo I should like to wish you, Sir,
a pleasant Christmas and a much happier
New Year than the past onme has been.
Also I should like to convey my good wishes
to the staff. I have the highest appreciation
of the unfailing courtesy of the Leader of
the Opposition. Indeed throughout the pre-
sent ardoous period the sympathetic atti-
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tude of the Opposition generally has been
very helpful, and I think the public must
vealise that, as a Parliament, we have all
endeavoured to do the best possible for the
people of the State. That is as it should
be, but it seldom happens that it is so. I
nm very grateful to my friend the Leader of
the Oppesition and those associated with
him for tho courtesies they have extended to
me and the part they have played during
the long and strenmous session. To those who
sit on this side of the Homse I wish to offer
my sincere thanks. They have had a most
difficult und trying time, notwithstanding
which they have been as loyal as few men
have been in my experience. I thank them
for the services they have rendered to the
country in the attitude they have taken up
at all times during the session. There is
Just w tinge of sadness in this breaking up
to-night when our thoughts turn to our old
Eriend Mr. Walker, the member for Kan-
owna, who was here when first I came into
the House, I bhelieve he came in with M.
Troy, the member for Mt Magnet, some
time hefore the Leader of the Opposition
came, and before I came. 1 am sineerely
sorry that Mr. Walker should be stricken
down by illness, and I ean only hope he will
make a speedy recovery., Then there is
Mr. Lutey, the member for Brown Hill-
Tvanhoe, for whom we all have the most
profound respeet, and Mr. Teesdale, the
member for Roebourne. TFor the moment
those three members are seriounsly ill and,
deploring their illness, we all hope they will
be with us again when next we meet. Miss
Holman, the member for Forvest, too has
been through a grievous indisposition, but
fortunately she is now sufficiently convales-
cent to make an occasional welcome sppear-
ance in her place in the House. Jlany
other members have been temporarily laid
aside by the prevailing inflaenza epidemie,
and so we have not known from day to dax
how many wonld be able to turn up to
meet the House. We offer them all our
sympathy, and hope they will speedily re-
cover. During the past two years we have
had a fairly anxiouns time, Two Bills have
gone by the hoard to-night, two measures
dealt with by managers of the respective
Houses. T eannot help regretting that the
spirit of compromise which should actuate
us has not been in evidence, and so two
measures that would have been useful have
been lost. However it is of no use zaving
any more about that. All members will,
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[ trust, have a pleasant time during the fes-
tive season, and I hope that not only mem-
hers of Parliament, but the people of the
country also, will have in the New Year a
very much hetter year than the past one
has been. Australia has never befors heen
through so diffienlt a time, a time accom-
panied by so much distress, Many people
who were rich a ecouple of vears ago no
longer have any eonsiderable possessions,
men who have never hefore been unemployel
now find themselves ont of work, and in-
deed many adverse influences seem to have
conspired to make life difficult for thous-
ands of our people. I hope that by the
time we meet again evervthing will have
hrightened and that we shall then have very
much happier times,

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [12.01: 1
endorse the sentiments exnressed hy the Pre-
mier. T hope yvou. Sir. will enjov n pleasant
Christmas, and a complete rest after the
arduons duties vou have heen called upon to
perform durine the egreater part of the
vear. T also hope the Chairman of Com-
mittees, the “Fansard” staff. and the officers
of the House will have 2 happy Christmas.
At the close of the session we ean say that,
notwithstanding we have heen dealing with
quite exceptional legislation, of a character
which it is considered the ecireumstances uf
the country have warranted, the business of
the House has been conducted in excellent
temper. WNothing that either the Press or
the public can remard as a single seene has
occurred during the trying months that are
behind us, despite this most unusual and dis-
tasteful lemislation. I sympathise with the
Premier and his Ministers. They have 1o
carry vt a thankless task and a disagreeahle
daty in these times. As one who has had
zome experience of the work and responsi-
bilities of oliice, I have felt that, consistent
with doing our duty by the prineiples we
hold, we could not hat give any Government
svmpathetic consideration. T hope that -the
conduet of the Oppesition has not been amiss
in this direetion. I also join with the Pre-
mier In expressing rewret that our old friend,
the wmember for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr.
Lutey) has not been present throughout the
sessioit. 1 am sure that the older members
who have been acqnainted with hiw, and
know of his many sterling and exeellent
quslities, ¢an have nothing but the deepest
regret (hat he has been laid axide through
illness. Ancther member whom we all Jove
so mueh, the member for Roebourne (Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Teesdale), has also through illness been kept
away trom the Honse for most of the vear.
In the coneluding portion of the session one
of the oldest and most distingunished mern-
bers, the member for Kanowna, (Hon. T.
Walker), has been laid aside through illness.
Tt has not been a very lucky Parliament in
this respect. I am sure that the enjoyment
of every member at Christmas time will be
affected by the knowledze that some of their
colleagues are not experiencing good health, 1
lope the Premier will not find it necessary to
eall the House together hefore the usnal time
of meeting, but in these davs, when circum-
stances are changing so rapidly, one never
knows what lies ahead. It may be found
that further legislation of an emergency
nature will he required. I hope, however,
that will not be so, and that Australia is
about to enter an era in which we shall be
able to get through our difficulties without
any further legislation of an emergency
character. In referring to our invalided
members I should have mentioned the mem-
ber for Forrest (Miss Holman), who has for
s0 many months heen laid aside with a
serious illness, but has happily been able to
tuke her place in the House during the con-
cluding weck of the session.

The Premier: I join with vou in that.

Hou. P. COLLIER: I am sure the Pre-
mier does. | hope that the clonds will soun
lif't, and that we shall get throuzh our diffi-
cultics. | have no doubt that when Australia
puis her bead down it will be found that she
is possessed of cifizens of the chavacter, grit
amd determination to get her out of her
troubles. It has lheen said that we are per-
haps rather late in realising our difliculties,
but once we understand that we are “up
azainst it" I am sure that the united deter-
mination, character and ability of the citi-
zens ol Australia will enable them to find a
way through everything. I join with the
Premier in wishing every member of the
House a happy Christmas and a prospervus
New Year.

MR. GRIFFITHS (\von) [12.7]: In the
absence ot the Leader of the Country arty,
as the oldest member of that party, I endorze
the remarks of the Premier and Leader of
the Opposition. I wish you Mr. Speaker,
the oHlicers of the House and the * Hansard”
~staff a happy Christmas and u prosperous
New Year. 1 deplore the fact that the mem-
bers tor Brown Hill-1vanhue, Hoebourne and
Kanowna bave been so serionsly ill, but am
delighted that the member for Forrest is with
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ns again. The session has had its disappoint-
ments. I regret that through the defeat of
the Secession Referendum Bill the people
will not be allowed the chance to express their
opinion on the subject. The outstanding
thing about the session, to my inind, is the
assurance of the Premier that steps are being
taken to carry the farmers throngh. 1 can
only hope that these steps will work out as
snecessfully as he anticipates.

ME. SPEAKER [1210]: 1 am de
lighted to have heard the vemarks of the Pre-
mier, the Leader of the Opposition, and the
member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths). 1 do not
know whether this session has heen a record
one, but judging from the ¥aci that we have
4} “Hansards” I think the session must be
one of the longest in the history of the State.
I endorse all that has been said about the
absent members. Their absence makes us
sad. I join in the hope that it will be God’s
will that they will yet he restored to us in
sound health. To the Chairman of Commit-
tees and the temporary Chairmen, and the
officers of the House I am grateful. I can
say from the bottom of my heart that I ap-
preciate the manner in which they and all
members of the House have smoothed my
path as the oecupant of this Chair. In all
my 37 years of active life in Western Aus-
tralia the year about fo expire has been a
record one for me. 1 hope that 1932 will
usher in a period of such prosperity that all
in Western Australia will be able to look
back upon 1931 as only a distasteful dream.
I believe this State has a future second to
none amongst the States of the Comwon-
wealth. I[n our gold and other minerals, onr
agrienlture, pastoral, fruit and dairying in-
dustries we possess untold latent wealth. This
is essentially & State of primary production,
and 1 feel sure that as time goes on it will
be regarded with envious eyes by the sister
States. I thank members for their kindness
to me on each and every occasion when I have
oecupied this seat. The officers of the House
have carried ount their duties in 2 manner
satisfactory to members. I hope the Govern-
ment will not require to snmmon Parliament
together again unti} next July. If the oe-
casion demands, however, I know that we
have on hoth ~ides members capable of deal-
ing with any emergency that may arise. A
good spirit has prevailed throughout the ses-
sion. Ome has only to listen to the sentiments
ot the Leader of the Opposition to know that
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he and his colleagues realise the dilticult times
through which the State s passing. They
have endeavoured to back up the Premier’s
efforty in the matter of emergency legis-
lation, and notwithstanding that it was
nausesting to them they deait with it in the
right spirit. It makes me feel prond to have
bad the honour fo preside over 50 members
who have regarded the interests of the State
first. To one and all I wish a happy Christ-
mas and a prosperous New VYear.

MR, RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [12.15]:
This has heen the longest session in the his-
tory of the Western Australian Parliament.
I thank youn, Mr. Speaker, and the tempur-
ary Chairmen of Commitiees for the great
kinduess they have shown to me throughout
this long sitting. T admit that | entered
upon the duties of Chairman of Committees
with a certain amount of diflidence, but he-
cause of the assistance that has been ven-
dered to me by memhers on hoth sides of
the House my way has been made casy.
Whatever success has been achieved by me
has come about by reason of the goodwill
pot alone of members on this side of 1be
House but of those on the Opposition side
as well. T join in wishing all members very
best wishes for Christmas. We bave experi-
enced trying times. The Speaker and Chair-
man of Committees are not supposed io
take part in controversial matters that are
before the House. Yon, Mr. Speaker, have
refrained from doing so, and so have I.
That will always be my intention. We have
been through an anxious period, and while
debates may, at times, have become heated,
nothing has gecurred that could be described
as baving excecded the bounds of dignity.
I express to members generally my thanks
for their kindness while T have been in the
Chair, and T tender wy thanks also to the
temporary Ghairmen of Commitiees for the
assistance they have been good enough to
render to me.

ADJOURNMENT—-SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER (ion. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [12.20]: 1 move—
That the House at its rising adjourn to a
date and hour to be fixed by the Speaker,
such time of meeting to be notified by the

Speaker to each member bv letter or tele-
gram.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 12.20 w.m. (Satnrduy).

the Fourteenth Parliament was thus closed.



